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"SENATOR IJAMMONI) AT HOME.
SPKtt'// Of IKjy JAMES 11. HAMMOM)

DAitxrtd at BitrnwtU C. II., Ortuber 29, 1858.

I thank you very aiiiccrely fur tlri* kind und cordial

retention. To stand licrc and k|>euk to the |>eu|ilu of
Haiuweli remind* me of linn* b nig cone by. I huvi
done it, I believe, but once in more flmn twenty yearn.
Hut thorn' were stirring time* when, a quarter of a cen

tury ago, 1 no often npokc to you here of the coiiHtituthui
aud the Union of your riuitU uud wrong" in thin con

foderacy. No, uut b> you, but to your father*. 1 am,
indeed, happy to recognise in tliin u**oinldttge many wlio
were octorn in thone ecettes but many, many more, have
been nummoned hence, w hile you have grown up to sup.
ply their place*. The gallant npintx who then tturrounded
mo here, and whono kindling eyes and heaving Unarms

uuiiiiuted uud responded to my xpeci it, have for the niont

jiart |tanned away but the theme in ntill tire name ; and
it in my jiart to-day, adhering with unchanged convictionand unabated zeal to every principle 1 then maintained.to discourse it|>on the saute gteut topics. Our
buttle then was for the constitution and our right* in
the Union, if possible out of it, if need be. Ami thin ix
our "Utile now.

The lapse of thirty years has IwDught much experience
to the survivors of those who enlisted for this great cause

In South l'nrolinii. The veil of wlint him then the futureu future covered v ith angry cloud* mid doubt mid
darkness has l>een removed, und, looking hack, we now

we the events of Ion- veins which were unknown to us.

Tie1 hard-fought fields ; our chequered fortunes; our victoriesour defeats the dead, the living, all then deep
huried in the womh of time, are now ull clear and palpableAnd to those of us who have lieen spared to make
this retrospect it is a proud satisfaction to know that time
unit events have proved that our principles were true und
our cause just; to recognise the unflinching Courage and
overpowering ability witli which they have lieen so long
maintained, und to feel renewed assurance that they must
finally uml fully triumph.
Vonr fathers confided in lire from tire fust moment that

we met upon this spot. They took me in their arms and
lilted me into ull the high phn es that were within their
reach; and 1 have had many proofs that they taught you
to conlido In me as they had done. For this great and
generous aiul abiding confidence and trust I never knew
hut one reason. und that was, that I always told them
the truth according to my t"cst knowledge and belief.
And us I dealt with them I shall deal with you.

Tlio last legislature of the State conferred on mo the
high honor of a seat in the Senate of tlie United States,
jiud during the late stormy session of Congress 1 in part
represented you there. You will expect me to give you
suiiio account of the proceedings (here, and moot especiallyof those which occupied four-fifths of the time of
the session, and produced such great excitement throughoutthe country.I allude to the Kansas question. And
us no exception has been taken, so far as I know, to any
net of mine, save my course oil that, I will take this occasionto give my views in full upon it.
When, four years ago, the Kansas anil Nebraska act

was pissed, giving governments to those Territories, 1 was,
III-." meat of von a nrivate riti/.on I was earnestlv en-

gaged >n renovating old lands, and creating new out of
morasses hitherto impenetrable, and 1 had as little desire
or expectation of over again hiking a part in public affairs
as the least ambitious of you hero present. 1 mode up
my mind then that Ibis bill was fraught with delusion
ami trouble to the South, and go expressed myself on all
suitable occasions.
The bill had two leading features in it. It enacted that

every Territory, in forming its constitution for the pur-
}>osc of applying for admission into the Union, should
lmve the right to establish its own organic or constitutionallaws, and como in with its own institutions, with
tire single condition that they should be republican,
Why, unless our constitution is mere waste paper, all
our institutions shams, and our theory of self-governmenta fallacy, this principle und privilege is their essence;
lies at tire bottom of tire whole, and constitutes the corner
stone. It is the very right for which our fathers fought
and made a revolution. I might not lrave refused to reaffirmit.but it was supererogatory; it might well weaken
the whole structure to dig up, for the purpose of verification,its foundation.
The other feature of the bill was the rej)e;il of the

Missouri-Compromise line. That was already repealed.It hail long fulfilled its mission. It lr.id calmedthe troubled waters for a time. It wus obsolete until
the annexation of Texas, when wo acceded to the de-
maud to extend it through the northern deserts of thut
State. But when California came.California that should
lmvo liccn, and may yet be, a slave State- and we do-
mantled to extend that Hue to the l'ocitic, and thlis securefor the South a portion of the magniticent territory
purchased in (sirt by her blood and treasure, it was refused.Then that line was blotted out everywhere und
forever. To repeal it was a mere formality. The SupremoCourt has recently pronounced it unconstitutional,
and so the repeal was in no respect of any importance.
But this bill, with these two features, neither of them

of any practical importance, magnified and exaggerated
by orators and newspapers into a great southern victory,
led tire South into the delusion that Kansas might be
mule a slave State, and induced it to join in a false and
useless issue, which has kept the whole country in turmoilfor tho last four years, and gave fresh life and vigor
to the abolition party.
Through tho most disgusting, as well as tragic scenes

of I rami and force, tho Territory of Kansas at last came
befoie Congress for udmiHsiou as a State, with what is
known ii* tlie heroinpton constitution, iinliodying tdavery
among it* provisions. Hut at tin; same tiuie the convcn-I lion, by mi ordinance, demanded of the I'nitcd StatesI mmo twenty-three million* of acres of land, instead ofI tlie tour millions usually allowed to new States contain-
hig public lands. It was almost certain Hint a majority ofI (lie |U'ople of Kansas were opposed to tliis constitution,lait would uot voto on it ; and this additional nineteen
millions, which, if allowed, would prohuhly have keptthem again from the recent (Kills, was what the South was
expected to pay for that worthless slavery clause, which
would have lieen annulled as soon as Kansas was adurit
ted. J confess my opinion was that the South herself
should kick ttiat constitution out of Congress. Hut tlio
South thought otherwise. When the hill for its adopdon was framed, with what is called the Oreen pro-vino, 1 strenuously objected to it, ami felt verymuch disposed to vote against the whole, but again
K*v« up to the South, which accepted it by acchiI luutiun. If that proviso meant nothing, and so II interpreted it, It was nonsense and had no business there,I Who without pre< edent. It it r-ould he made to meanI anything, it must have been something wrong and dun
gemus. Hut, as 1 said, the (South took that hill far and
wi le. The house rejected it. They poseerl tlien the Crit-
(eadeu substitute, wliieli proposed to submit the 1-ccornp-dm uonatjtulion to a vote of the people of Kansas and to
weept it, if rulilied tiy them. The Senate liad previously"fam-d that substitute, and did so a second time. It
Hum asked a committee of conference. That committee
'"ported wliat is culled the "English Hill." By that hill
('ungresa accepted the Locompton constitution pure and
simple without proviso. The land ordinance of tlio Iai
<<unptnn convention, which was In no wise a pait of the
constitution, hut a *c|iarate measure, demanded, ivs 1 have
*aitl. a donation of some twenty-three millions of acre* of
'and, being nineteen millions more than had beep givent« any other land State. The English hill cut thi* down
"the usual amount of four millions of acres, and reNuired that the people of Kansas should ratify this modi

Ik'atioa, iUK| surrender all claim to the remainder ofIn- lands, as tin- condition of her final admission. Such
* requisition lm* been made on every new State, curvedH<Ot of the public lauds, that lias been mlnjitted into this

ninii -sotuetincs in the enabling ad, luul, where thors
"«* not one, always after accepting tlie constitution, dothe statutes of Congress and you will find it iu every«rf tWem It i* tlie custom, III* necessary, and tlii*'" '"re in the Kiiglish bill wiu iu accordance with strictHpnscdcnt 'llic only difference is thi* : that usuallylegislature of tlio State has bean required to accept^ Jii' euin|skct by an irrevocable ad ; hut in this cu-<e it^p-ei r« |i rr.d to the people of Kansas directly. In tliis
K-n- was no sacriftue of principle whatever, nor waswithout precedent altogether, for in the case ofState las) Ik-fore admitted, Iowa, this questionUrn milnnUti-d to the legislature or the |s-ople,Iowa might prefer. This is tlie whole sum nndVibtUaoe of this English MIL except tliat it furtherj1!'1'' "mt unless the people of Karma* acceptoil this

ILitrt *'! .
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will thejr lia<l a |x>|>nl;iti< >i» tliat woulil cntillo |

them to one representative under the federal apportionlueat.1 voted lor this kill ; I voted properly ; I voted
no compromise ; 1 sacrificed no particle of principle or
southern interest. It la true, ita phraseology la hulting
and bungling, it woe drawn up liuatily and lu great ex
citeineut. 1 objected to the woidiug of it in aeveral
passages, but I assured myaelf that nothing sinister waa

dcriguetl, and I voted for it, leuviug ita aulliora reaponsiblefor ita diction on the statute book. I thougiit it preferableto the tlrat bill tho Senate panned, and voted for
it more willingly. It ia true, some northern democrata
who voted against the Senate bill voted for thia, and thus
it waa carried. But waa that a reaaon why I ahould not
vote lor it f Does that prove that I sacrificed any principle.They found themselves wrong, and perhaps wantedsome excuse to retrace tliclr stepa. I waa liuppy to
assist iu giving it to them without coat to ourselves. I
was particularly pleased to get rid of tho mysterious
,,.v,y10.. y.i. ...... ..y. ... ..v.......
in regard to the public lands, which hail not been properlyprovided for in that hill.
The oidy principle involved in thin whole Kannul affair.ifan atfair «<> rotten, from beginning to end, can

have a principle at ull.wan thin Would t'ongrestt admita slave .State into tlie Union '( The Senate suid yes.
The House, by adopting the Crittenden substitute, suid
yes, if we are assured that a liiujorttv of the people of the
State are in favor of it. Kor this substitute all tlie oppositionvoted in both houses, ho tliat every member of Con
gross of all parties, first anil last, committed himself
to the piiueiple and policy that a State should he admittedinto the Union, with or without slavery, accordingto the will of its own people thus re-euueting one

feature of the Kansas and Nebraska hill. I should myselfliave lieen willing to rest there, and let Kansas rest
also. Whatever there was of principle or honor in the
matter wan secured l>y the votes already given. The
Knglish bill, however, came up in due course, and I
voted for it cheerfully, believing that it was better calculatedthan any that had been oflered to eloee up this
miserable business, which bin* furnished much tlie must
disgraceful chapter so far in our history.

Hut it is said that, in submitting this land ordinance
to a vote of the people of Kansas, Congress submitted
also tlie Leoompton constitution, witli its pro-slavery
clause. If so, the |uissage in which it was done can

surely be pointed out. Badly drawn up as tlie bill is,
I should like to see tho clause or the words that would
justify such an assertion. If there was sueli iv clause,
why did not .fudge Douglas nnd his friends vote for it t
Why did not the block -1 epublieans and all who voted for
tlie Crittenden substitute, which submitted tlie constitution,vote for tills bill ? It was tlie very point they
made, yet, to a man. they voteil against it. That, I
think, should be conclusive.

But then it is said it was a virtual submission of
tlie constitution to the people, because, if tlicy refused to
ratify tho modified land ordinance, the admission of Kansasunder the Iscompton constitution was defeated. Well,
tlio facts are so ; 1 cannot and do lint deny them.
But 1 should like to know how that could by any i>ossibilityhave been avoided or remedied. Suppose Congress
hail admitted Kansas without modifying anything, yieldingeven to her enormous "land grab," which embracedmany more acres than there uru in all South
Caiolina, 1 should like to know if the Leconipton constitutionwould not still have been submitted to tlie people
as virtually lis it was by tlie Knglish bill ; that is, not
submitted at all, but left with them.an inevitable necessity.Congiess could do no more, no less, no other
way. The constitution belonged to the people of Kansas.Congress could not withhold it from them a mo-

infill; nor cuuiu 11 inuKu tncni or^iini/^ mmi:i n, luuwiuLietheir legislature, assume the position of a State, and
semi senators and representatives to Congress against
their own will. Can Congress coerce a State into the
Union? Then Congress can coerce a State to remain in
the Union, or drive a .State out of it. Congress is omnipotent.lint where are, then, the rights of tire States !
Fortunately for us, tho constitution of every State, and
of every Territory asking to lie a State, is not only virtually,but actually, in the hands of its people, at all times
and under all circumstances, and they cannot be divested
of that control without the utter destruction of tho constitutionand an entire revolution. The whole power of
Congress in the premises is exhausted when it accepts tire
constitution without condition.

There nro some who go still further and assert Hint,
although there might he no way to avoid a submission
of the Lecompton constitution to tho control of tin |s opleof Kansas, yet tiiut the conference bill was a compromiseof principle, inasmuch as it specifically required
them to act, and it made for thcui the definite opportunityto defeat the constitution as well as the ordinance.
Now this is truo, as a fact, yet the inference is alisuni
upon its very face. If Congress could not take the Lecomptonconstitution out of the hands of the people of
Kausus, what difference did it make whether they voted
on the ordinance in August, under the direction of Congross,or at any other time, whether fixed by Congress or
themselves t August was agreed upon, liecauso it was
veiy well to set a time and let tilings end. But from
August to August, again and forever, this constitution
was in tiro hands of the people of Kansas, and they could
do witlr it what tlicy pleased. Truo, Congress might
have avoided that specific occasion and August vote by
swallowing the land ordinance and all, and asking no

security for tiie remainder of the public lands ; but still
Kansas could Lave refused to organise as a State,
and no power under our constitution could have interfered.It wus ail words and nothing more. Congresswas charged witli kribiug Kansas to become a

slave Stuto. But the bribe was by the conference
bill four millions of acres of land, instead of twentythreemillions. If we hud given her the whole twentythreemillions for her useless slavery clause, there
might have been some ground for tire charge. Yet it
would have been of no avail, for Kansas could under no

lirilie or coercion known to our government have been
comirelied to accept tiro constitution or ordinance, or Isv
eonio a State against her will at any period whatever. I
will not presume that any one is less proficient in constitutionallore, or is less conversant witli the history of
congressional proceedings III tho admission of new States,
than myself. But I wil] say thief. I am incapable of com-
J'll lit; 11( iII im-lll 1U nil, II III illlH piMlfCI pUfU I'lll iih-.m;

wa< uny "compromise" of southern principles or interests; any concession whatever by the .South uny departurefrom the strictest construction of the constitution; or nay material deviation from tire usual practice
of the government.

Tlio people of Kansas have, by an overwhelming majority,rejected the land ordinance us modified by Congress,and refused to come into tire Union on such terms.
IUj it so. it. is what 1 expected what 1 rather desired.
It sorts precisely with what I felt when 1 saw Kansas
thrust herself Into Congress and demand reeking with
blood und fraud to he enrolled among the States. Is-t
her stay out. I am op|s>scd to her coming in before slie lues
the requisite population ; not Irecanse alio will bo a free
State, but because J fully approved of the prohibitory
clause of the conference bill, und for that reason voted
against I ho admission of Oiegon. Unless in exceptional
cases, such as that of Kansas was List winter, I do not
think that a Slate should l»o admitted with less populationthan would entitle her to a member of tlio House.
It is not just to the other States, and is not consonant
wiili the theory of our government.

Hut I will not detain you longer witli what belongs to
tire punt. The present and tlio future are what concerns
us most. You desire to know my opinion of tlio course
the South should pursue under existing eircuinstances. I
will give you frankly and fully the results of my observationand reflection on lids nil-important |k>int. The
first question is, do tlio people of the BoutU consider the
present union of these States as an evil in itself, anil a

tiling that it is desirable wo should get rid of under all
circumstances > There are some, 1 know, who do. Hat
I am satisfied that an overwhelming majority of the South
would, if assured that this government was hereafter to
lie conducted on the true principles and coustructicn of
the constitution, decidedly prefer to remain In tlio Union,
rather than incur the unknown coats and hazards of settingup a separate government. I think T state wlint is
true when I say that, alter ail the bitterness that lias characterisedoi)r long warfare, the great body of tlio southern
people do not seek disunion, and will not seek it as a primaryobject, however promptly they may ifcpcnt jt us an

alternative, rather than submit to unconstitutional
a'iriuKi'H'iit* ol lliolr rimuts. l con less tlwtt, lor many
year! of my lift-, I Ixdicvod that our only safety wan the
riituolulioii of the Union, and I 0|xuily avowed it. I
should entertain, and without invitation nprcM, the
same sentiments now, Imt thai the vletoiies we have
achieved, and those that 1 think we are aliout to achieve,
have inspired me witli the hope, 1 may my the belief, tlint
we mil fully auntnln ourselves in the Union and control

iu action in nil great uiluir*. It may be well asked bow
I can entertain such views and expectations, when within
these few years the South lm< lost her equality in the
Senate, and the free States have ut length a decided majorityin loth houses of Congress, while this unfuitunate
Kansas contest lias swept into their political gloves so

many of out ancient friends in those Stutvs that it may
be doubted whether they have at tills moment, after the
recent elections -the finale of the disastrous Kansas abortion.amajority in any single one of them and there
seems to bo at present no proapuct of our extending the
urea of slavery in any quarter.

These fucts are true and if you will beur witli me, I
will place them ail iu the strongest light I can before
you- for it is of the utmost iiupoitance that we should
at least see clearly how we stand, and whut are our resources,iu order to form an idea of whut we can do, and
how uvoid wasting our strength on what cannot be accomplished.The equality of the free and slave States
has long been lost in the House by the admission of
California it was lost iu the Senate. Since then another
IV..,. KI..1,. I,,.. 1 ill,.,I ,,,,,1 I,,,,.11,,.,' v. t IkMIl IUOSU..I
the Semite, anil in a few year* more we sltall have Kansas,
Nebraska, Washington, New Mexico, ami pcihaps others
on our roll. The immigration from Europe to the North
is sufficient to form one or more new States every yeiir.
To the South there is literally no emigration We have,
since the closing of the slave trade, ailileil to our

|M>|>ulutiou mainly hy the natural fncreuxe of our

peoplo, ami we have no surplus jsipulatioli, white
or black, to colonize new Slate*. We lout Kansas
paitly hy our iuahility to colonize it, ami we are

perl nip* yet to have a struggle for a portion of Texas
The iileu, then, of recovering the equality of the two sections,even In the Senate, seeins remote indeed. We
have it proposed to re-ojren the African slavo trade, and
bring in hordes of slaves from that prolific region to restorethe balance. 1 once entertained that Idea myself,
hut oil further investigation 1 abandoned It. I will not
now go into the discussion of it, further than to say that
the South is itself divided on that policy, and, from appearances,oppoaed to it by a vast majority, while the
North is unanimously against it. It would he impossible
to get Congress to re-o|>cu the trade. If it could la'
done, then it would be unnecessary, for that result could
only he brought alaiut hy such an entire abandonment hy
the North and the vvoild of all opposition to our slave
system, that wo might safely cease to erect any defences
for it. Jhit if we could introduce slaves, where could we
liiul suitable territory for new slave Stales? lire Indian1loserve, Wilt of Arkansas, might make one. Cut
we have solemnly guarantied that to the remnants
of the ml race. Everywhere else, I believe, the
borders of our States have reached the great
desert which separates the Atlantic from the Pacific
States of this confederacy. Nowhere is African slavery
likely to flourish in the little oasis of that Sahara of
America. It is much more likely, I think, to get the Pacificslope, and to the north in the great valley, than anywhereelse outside of its present limits. Shall wc, as

some suggest, take Mexico and Central America to make
Hiiive otAtiW r Aii'K'an 8luvcry appears to nave luucu
there. Perhaps, and iuo»t probably, it will never sue-

ceeil in those regions. If it might, what are wc to do
with the seven or eight millions of hardly semi-civilized
Indians, and the two or three millions of Creole Spaniardsand mongrels who now hold those countries? We
would not enslave tho Indians / Experience has proven
that they are incapable of steady labor, and arc therefore
unfit for slavery. We would not exterminate them, even
if that Inhuman achievement would not cost ages of murderaud incalculable sums of money. We could hardly
think of attempting to plant the black race there, su]>eriorfor labor, though inferior perhaps in intellect, and
expect to maintain a pcrmuneut and peaceful industry,such as slave lulsir must be, to be profitable,
amid those idle, restless, demoralized children of Montezuma,scarcely more civilized, perhaps more sunk in
superstition, than in his ago, aud now trained to civil
war by halfa century of incessant revolution. AVhat, 1
say, could wc do with these people or these countries
to add to southern strength / Nothing. Could we de-
grade ourselves so far us to annex them on equal terms,
they would be sure to come into this Union free States
ail. To touch them in any way is to be contaminated.
England and France, I have no doubt, would gladly see
us take tliis burden on our buck, If wc would secure for
them their debts and a neutral route across the isthmus.
Such a route wo must have for ourselves, und that is all
wo have to do with them. If we cannot get it by nego-
tiation or by purchase, wc must seize and hold it by force
of arms. The law of nations would justify it, and it is
absolutely necessary for our Pacific relations. The presoutcondition of those unhappy States is certainly deplorable,but the good God holds tbein in flic liollow of llis
hand and will work out their proper destinies.
We might expund the area of slavery by acquiring

Cuba, where African slavery is already established. Air.
Calhoun, from whose mutured opinions, whether on constitutionalprinciples or southern policy, it will rarely lie
found safe to depart, suid that Cuba was "forbidden fruit"
to us, unless plucked in an exigency of war. TJccre is no
reasonable ground to suppose that we cau acquire it in
any other way uml the war that will open tons such uu
occasion will be grcatand general, and bring about results
that the IccnnrKt lritnlhu-t itnnnot now antichuita Hut if « «

had Cuba wc could not umke more than two or three slavo
States there, which would not restore tire C(]uilibrluni
of the North ami South while, with the African slave
trade closed, and her only resort for slaves to this continent,she would, besides crushing out our whole sugar
culture by her competition, afford In a few years a marketfor all the slaves in Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland.
She is, notwithstanding tire exorbitant taxes imposed on

her, capable now of alrsorhing the annual increase of all
the slaves on this continent, ami consumes, it is said,
twenty to thirty thousand a year by her system of labor.
Slaves decrease there largely. In time, under tire systempractised, every slave in America might be exterminatedin Cuba us were the Indians. However the idle
African may procreate in the tropics, it yet remains to is-
proven, und the facts are against the conclusion, that he
can, in those regions, work und thrive. It is said Cuba is
to Is? "Africarilaed" rather than that the United States
should take her. 'i'liut threat, which at one time was
somewhat alarming, is no longer any cause of disquietude
Jo Ihe South, after our experience of the Africanizing of
St. Donilngo and laiquica. W hat have we lost by that f
J think we reaped some benefit; and, if the slaves of
Culm are turned loose, a great sugar culture would grow
up hi Iioulsiaiia and Texas, rivalling that of cotton, nnd
diverting from it so much labor that cotton would rarely
bo below its present price.
You must not suppose for a moment that 1 am opposed

to "the expansion of the urea of African slavery." On
the contrary, I believe that Clod created negroes for no
other purpose than to lie "the hew. rs of wood and drawersof water"".that is, to lie slaves of the white nice ;
and I wish to sec them in that capacity on every s|iot on
the surface of the glol>o where their lulwir is necessary or
lianeAcial. Nor do I doubt that such will he the final result.Mitch less would I oppose the Requisition of tcrri-
mry nun woiiiu puiee me hiiivu mates on 11 numerical
equality, mi;} more, with (Im free Statin in tho Union.
Hut this review ami scrutiny of the resourpps of the South
shows, I think, pretty conclusively, that we have not
now the surplus population, nor suitable territory within
our present reach, to create nuy nutulier of slave States;
thakfto Attempt it hy costly, yet impracticable and alioritiwi, enterprises will be to waste our strength to no pnrj
poso; and that tho idea of recovering the equality in
voting of the slave and free Statin, whether on tho floors
of Congress or elsewhere, is visionary. We luul better, then,
I think, at once make up our minds according to the facts,
»nd, giving uj> all bootless efforts, look every consequence
of our position full in tho face. For one, 1 cqn do so
without disinny.without the slightest trepidation. Nviiy
tho South, numbering twelve millions of people, possessesalready an imperial domain that eat) well support
a hundred millions more. What does she need to seek
hcyoml her borders, or what Ims she to fear ? With such
a soar-oast and harbors ; such rivers, mountains, and
plains; so full of all the precious metals, so fertile in
soil, so genial in climate, producing in such unparalleled
abundance the most valuable agricultural staples of tho
world ; capable of manufacturing to any extent and
possessing the ls-st social and industrinj aystems that
have ever yet been organised she might have sunk
Into siuth from excess of prmqierity, had she not lici-n
kept on the alert by the licrec^assaults of an envious
world.assaults widen, at one time alarming, It bus
lioen in fact scarcely more than wholesome exercise to
repel ; an exercise which 1ms made us the most virtuous
nni| one of the most enlightened and Igost poivtuful pen
pie wlio now flourish on the glola< 'Hie South hss long
t een uuilurvikliiiug and doing great injustice to herself
She has been lamenting ber weakness, and croukiug

n!)out the dangcm that be*ct her, when ahe might glory
in her btieiigth and hurl defiance to her enemiia

Uut it la Mid tlmt, with a fixed and overwhelming free-
Slaic majority against tin iu this Union, with nil our nation!advantages, wo must dissolve the connection to Insuspourresent safety ami accomplish our proper dusli
ny. Perhaps so. But permit nie to suggest, not yet.
'1 lie dissolution of the Union is an alternative thut we
have always at command, and for which we should be
over randy; but u peaceful, properous, and powerful peoplemay not challenge Kate a tluy too soon, 'llie questionstill remuins, can the free States be brought to concurpermanently iu any line of jiollcy that will subvertthe constitution, and seriously damage the South
in this confederacy 1 I do not believe that they can.
Heckle** as is political ambition, and insane as fanaticismever is, I imvc no idea that the free States can
be consolidated on the wild project of ruling the slaveholdersby mere brute numliers, either through the
ballot box or by force of arms; whether to emancipateour slaves or strip us of the fruits of their lubor ;
or to govern us with the mildness and paternal care
due to inferiors. The nervous iu the South, and the
abolition demagogues of tliu North, may believe it.
Hut when it comes to the actual test, if neither sober
sense nor |iatriotism should prevail, (be sense of danger
and the love of cotton and toUiceo would, with our
northern brethren, in every crisis, over ride their love of
negroes. On this I think you may depend, despite the
insolent boasts of the abolitionists of what they will do
when they get the government in their hands. The North
bus only to be made clearly sensible how far she can go,
aud what the South will not submit to. She will not
trespass beyond that, but will content herself witli the
glory of carrying the alternate biennial elections, as she
lias jiibt done.always leaving it to the democracy to currythat which makes the President.

But I ant making more assertions. Allow me, then, to
refer to facts to show the past power of the South in this
Union, and tlio present state of the great questions in
which site is most deeply interested. When, thirty years
ago, we began this arduous coniliet for the constitutional
reform of this government and the security of the South,
the South herself was thoroughly divided. The tariff,
the bank, the Internal improvement system. nay, even
abolition itself.ail bad the sanction of a large number of
our most prominent southern men. If they did not all
originate, they were all resuscitated, in that era of infatuation,when u southern President proclaimed that we

wore " all federalists, ull republicans," when southern
statesmen sneered at State rights, and the constitution becamefor a time a dead letter.
Hie tariff of 18*28 levied average duties of more than

forty per ci lit. on all our imports. l(y the tariff of
1857 the average of duties was reduced below twenty per
cent. We iiuve accomplished that much ; and, besides,
the principle of free trade is pretty generally conceded
now throughout the Union. It cannot be denied that
this is a great success. I think the duties should be reducedstill lower and particularly that the discHmiua-
tions against the agricultural Interests should Do abolished.lint it is supposed that tlicre will bo n demand
lor their increase at the next session If so, it will of
course be resisted, and I trust successfully, L'ree trade is
the test, the touchstone of free government, as monopolyis of despotism. 1 have no hesitation in saying that
the plantation States should discard any government that
made a protective tariff its policy. They should not submitto puy tribute for the support of any other industrial
system than their own; much less to make good the
bubble speculations of another suction of the Union. Unequaltexation is, after all, what we lruve most to fear in
this Union, and against that we must be always ready to
adopt the most decisive measures.
The internal improvement system was in full vigor in

ltklri. Inaugurated also by southern men, it absorbed
all the surplus of tlio treasury, and being in its nature
unlimited, it was capable of absorbing all the revenue
that could be extorted by the highest possible tariff.
That, too, if not destroyed, has been cheeked and crippled
by southern action. It is true that it still appears annuallyin Congress.but the once haughty brigand is now
little mure than a sturdy beggar.
Wu had then, also, in full operation, a Dunk of the

United States, with branches in ull our principal cities.
It received and speculated on all tire revenues of the government,and controlled and concentrated in the North
ull the exchanges, thus levying a per contage upon every a

commercial transaction of the South. That has been an- u

niliilntod. It sleeps the sleep that knows no walking, j
But let me say that tire system which it established j
still exists. Despite of its destruction by the federal gov- 1

eminent, and the collection of the revenue in sjieeio, our i

exchanges still centre in the North, and our otherwise i

stable industry is still compelled to participate more of i
less in ul| the reckless speculations of tliat fanatical see- 1
tie>11 more fanatical in its love of moqey than even itt its u

devotion to negroes- this is a self-imposed vussn- t

logo. Through the privileges wbjch our southern legis- t

laturcs have grunted to our jnnipncrnbju banks wp are c
made tributary to New York, which Is itself tributary to c

London, the great world centre of exchanges in our ago. n

Thus, by our own acts, we pay double tribute, though 1
nearly all the tnule of the Uuited States with England is v

based on southern products. s

Thus lias the South, by lrcr energy and ability, dis- 1

posed of the capital grivnnces against which she protest- v

ed, with ulmost half her public men against her, in 1

1SH8. During this time our opponents have twice wrest- 1

ed Uio government from us, and inflicted other injuries,
but they were soon stripped of their power and their acts n

repealed. Only four times since tl|u organisation af this 1
government has the North had possession of it, and in h

each case only for one term. The North has never uni- c

ted long on any isdicy. The injuries inflicted on the i

South have been mainly inflicted by her own ambitious, )
factious, and divided public men, aud our history proves n
that no man and no measure has yet been strong enough r

to stand against tire South when united. 1 believe none t
ever will. <

lint it is thought th;il the altolitionlsts' supposition, 1

still credited by some of this country, will inevitably get *
the fiower of this govcrniuetit permanently into their '

hands, and, backed by the opinion of tho world, use it
for our destruction. last us consider what are the facts.
From the time that tho wise and good Ijis Casas first introducedinto Ainmica tho institution of African slavery
T say institution, bemuse it iH the oldest that exists, and
fvill, I hejieve, survive all others that now flourish it has
hiui Its cneitpe^. For a long wltile they were chielly men of
|>eciiliar and eccentric religions notions. 'J'lteir first prnctiealami political success arose from tlie convulsions
of the French revolution, which lost to that empire
its I test colony. Next catne the prohibition of the slave
trade tlie excitement of tho Missouri Compromise
in tins country, and then tiro deliberate emancipationof the slaves in their colonies by tiie ihitisk governmentin ]H3.'i '4. About the time of tiro passage of
that act the abolition agitation was revived again in this
country, and abolition societies were formed. I remembertiie time well,' and some of you do also. And what
then was tlie state of opinion in the South ? Washingtonlaid emancipated ids slaves, .letfcrson bad bitterly
denounced the system, anil had done all be could to destroyit. Our t'lays, Mar-halls, Crawfordu, and many
othiir prominent southern men, had led oil! in the colonisationscheme. The inevitable cITect in the South was
that sin* believed slavery to lie an evil.weakness disgracefulnay, a sin. She shrunk from the discussion of
it. She cowered under every threat. She attempted to
apologise, to excuse herself, under the plea, whieli was

true, that England bud forced it on her ; ami, in fear and
trembling, she awaited a doom that site deemed inevitable.I*>u< a few bold spirits took tho question up ; they <

compelled tlie South to investigate jtanevy aqd thoroughly; and what is the result? Why, it would be difficult
to find now a southern man who feds the system to Is'
the slightest burden on his conscience; who does not, in
fact, regard it as an equal advantage to the master and the
slave, elevating both; as wealth, strength, and power ;
and as one of tlie main pillars and controlling iullucncvs
of modern civilisation ; and who is not now prepared to
maintain it at every hazard. Such liave been for us

tho happy results of this abolition discussion. So
far, our gain lias been immense fioui this contest, I
savage and malignant as it has been. Nay, we Jl
have solved already the question of emancipation by this t>
n> 1'xniiiiiia.tion ami exnlouiim of the false theories of 10 il

ligion, philanthropy, and political economy which cm- t
UrniMscd onr father* In thi-ir day. With "'It conviction* fi
and our htrcnfitlh onianeipntioti hure is simply nit intpoe*ihilityt<i ntan, whether hy persuasion, purchase, or coercion.Tho rook of Qlbraltur does not stand no linn on
It* haul* a* our slave system. For a quarter of a century
it ha* borne tho hruut of a hurricane an fierce anil pltllcKg
a* over raged. At the North and in Kurope they cried
"lutvoo," and let loose upon u* all the dogs of war. And

huw stands it now ? Why, in this very quarter of 11 century,our slaves have doubled iu riuuilwrx, uud each slave
bos more than doubled in value. The very negro who,
as a prime laborer, would have brought four hundred
dollars in 182ft, would now, with thirty more years upon
him, sell for eight hundred dollars. What does all this
mean 1 Why, that for ourselves we luive settled this
question of emancipation against ull the world iu theory
and practice, and the world must accept our solution. The
only inquiry is, how long this new-found superstition will
turvive, uud how far it may curry its votaries elsewhere ?
What changes in production, in commerce, iu society, or

government it may «ltect ? For production, commerce, society,and government must yield and change whenever they
xilue ill contact with tire great fundamental principle of
the subordination of the inferior to the superior man.
is made iry God ; and especially of tire colored to the
shite races. It is, 1 say, only through tire evils that this
iu[ierstitioii may bring upon other peoples, and especially
m those of the North uml of Europe, with whom wo ure

ro closely connected, that the South can bo materially
luiuugod by it, standing, us she now does, ttrui, assurerl,
united. How, then, is it with others?
Permit me to sav that, in uiy opinion, the tide of abolitionfanaticism has la-gun to ebb everywhere, and will

rover rise again. When tire English freed the negroes
n their colonies, it was not wholly u sentimental movement,dictated by political radicals and lire saints of Ex-
iter Hull. Hit statesmen, In tlieir ignorance, thought
;hut what is called free labor. that In, "wages slavery"
would succeed in tropical culture as well or better than
ilavo labor. In their arrogance they believed also that
til the world must follow their example in this silly
iehcino of abolition and that from her great wealth
mil world-encircling colonies the monopoly of cotton
tnd sugar culture would fall into the hands of England.
Mature, and the indomitable spiiit and intellect of the
south, have disappointed all their calculations. The
iouth still nourishes, and cotton and sugar, and coffee
tnd rice and tobacco, are still the bciituge of the slaveholders.
Galled by their utter dependence upon us for cotton,

without the free use of which they would both tumble
nto ruin in a day, England and France, who, in thoir frojuentfrenzies, at length destroyed all their colonies by
.-mancipation, have ransacked the universe to find clinics
mil soils adapted to the cheap growth of this great staple.
1'hey have failed everywhere. It is not Unit the soils
md climates do not exist; but that this and the other
freut agricultural staples, sugar, lice, tobacco, codec, can
it-ver he produced us articles of wide extended commerce,
xeepfc by slave labor. This they at length found out.
tut such labor they had repudiated everywhere. No,
rot everywhere. Not in France nor in Great Britain,
where they still hold sacred splendid thrones and
utility aristocracies amid starving laborers; only for
uitside barbarians they ordained freedom and equali,y; hut failing in nil their schemes, and finding that,
with ail their costly expenditures and high sounding
manifestoes, they had simply ruined their own colonics,
md made themselves the vassals of the slaveholders,
what have they done t Why, renewed tho slave trade.
Sfot in name. Oh, no! Exeter Hull and the Puriaincnthouses still thunder execrations against
hat; while the colonists, under governmental protection,
md with English money, wrung by taxation from
u-r "wages slaves," are ini{>orting by hundreds of tiioutandsChinese and Hindoo coolies, under conditions oominredwith which A'gcnno slavery of the last century
was merciful. They d f hold tie us wc do our

ilaves, for lictter for in sickness and health, In
fliildhnod and old age. in their prime of life thoy
teducc them from their i uues, transport them to distant
md unwholesome clinics; for the merest pittance of
wages consume their best years in the severest lnbors, and
ihcn turn them out to die--the direst slavery that brutal
nan has ever instituted. France, less sensitive having
10 Exeter Hall -embracing the same scheme.resorts to
Africa, and openly makes purchases, fur so they may be
allied, from slave catchers nay, she buys from the l'rcsdentof Liberia, the far-famed settlement of our own ColndztiiiouSociety ; buys the colonists, our own cinanclxitcdslaves, who, sick of freedom, prefer any form of
ilavery, aud in their desperation do not hesitate to make
.heir pious patrons in this country the laughing-stock of
lie whole world.
Thus these two nations.Franco and England, whoso

idoptlon of tliis abolition crotchet alone made it respcctibloand influential.have thoroughly renounced it,
Tactically, and almost in theory. The piess of England,
lerliups the greatest power of the world, sustains tlicso
novcmcnts ; while in France the newspapers arc openly
liscussing the question of importing negro slaves, by
lomo, into Algeria. I think it may be fairly said that
n Kuroi>o uboiition has run its course. Brougham,
'ulmerston, Russell, and all the old political agitators,
no hanging tlielr harps upon the willows. Even the sou

if WUbeiiorpo, the lunatic, approves of coolio slavery,
vhich wo abhor. But recently the British government
ipenly surroudorcd its claim to the right of search.a
ltiiin set up mainly to put down the African slave trade,
aid without which all attempts to do it will probably be
die. And there is nothing to surprise us in ull this, if
ve are correct in our views of African slavery. If it is
ustainod by the religion of the Bible ; if neither liuniinltynor sound philosophy oppose it; if, as wo ure conduced,it is n social, political, and economical benefit to
lie world, then it was inevitable that, sooner or later,
lie abolition crusudo must dio out and why not now ?
If there is truth in what 1 have stated to you.if the..

iholitioii fever lias manly or quite exhausted itself in
iluropo.if time and facts have proved thoro that it is an
absurdity.it seems to mo wo should not doubt that its
aroer is about to close hero. Such is my opinion, how:vcrdifferently those may think who judge only by upienranees,or take their cues from agitating politicians. I
tsk any one to tell ine upon what measure or upon what
nan the abolitionists of this country can over again musortheir legions as they did in I85(! ! Kansas is squeezed
Iry. It stinks in the nostrils of all people. They can

lo no mono there. Will they try a " cry" against the
iupreinc Court for the Dred Scott decision ? What is
hero in that to inflame popular sentiment ? It is always
ip-hill business to agitate against a judiciary, hut cspe:iallyagainst the Supreme Court of the United States,
.vliich tlie northern jieople Jiavo lieen taught to revere as

he bulwark of their liberties. Will they demand the
dsilition of slavery in the District of Columbia J fiiey
iuve never been aide to do much with that, though they
lave often tried. That issue is a little too practical and too
laqgprous. Not many are bold enough to embark in it.
ritey might as well make the question of disunion nakedy.Will tliey take up tlie abstract, and, prolmbly, never

igaiu to be other than abstract, proposition of "no more

ilavo States?" They have done it. They have already
iplit upon it,. The Northwest will not take it, and tlie
roe States, at bottom, all want Cuba, 'llicy love moasses,and banker after free trade with that rich island.
iVliere, then, are tliey to go, 1 cannot see. Tlioy do not
ip|ieiir to sco themselves. Will any one state tl(0 pray

lealquestion, if we offer tliem none.ami \yo Juyvc none
o offer -on which they are next to rally for the ooiwpitiet
if the South? The measure t(f tl\e man? it d'Hi# worn
o me that gieut lire is dying out for wart of
pel that this crusade, as many crusades have done, has
xhausted itself, and that there is no argument or leader
hat con keep it alive. Tlieir Peter Hermits, tlieir Oodreys,tlieir Haldwins, tlieir lion-hearted Richards where
ire they ? It seems that they will scarcely agree even r.ii
heir Louis IX. who sliull lend their last pious cqqrpaigq
ind snfl'er martyrdom.
And let mo say that if the abolitionists cannot unite

he free States as a purely apt (-slavery jsyrty in the presileiitinI«lection of iHfift, and fail again in 1861, we shall
lover hear more of them as n political party ; and it
s only as a political party that they are worthy of our
loticc. There always will lie abolitionists.for finds,
nthiislasts, men of morbid imaginations, l>ent on misliief,or ambitious of notoriety, always will exist. Ih't
he abolition parly in the free States Is now almost wholly
uilitical. I)o you suppose that the Howards, Hales,
Vatlcs, Wilsons, Chases, ani| their associates, care anyliingfor African slavery, or arc really hostile to our sysemof lalsif, any ii(oretlinn (s the President, Dickinson,
right, I'ugli, or Douglas? I d° not. Their olyject is js>itiialpower, 'i'hey have placed Hieniselvcs on tlds
piing-ude of fanaticism to obtain it If it falls them
f. nt tlic next iiresidcutLal election assuredly- if at the
Wo ne*t wc lical lliciu, all thin party machinery will
ill to tho ground, anil the Smiths, Tappons, Garrisons,
ml l'arkcre will be loft alono to their glory. But if I
m all wrong -If my facta anil reasoning arc false, ami
ny hopes delusive if. in 1860, they beat us .what then.'
'hose are ipiostlons that may woll be iukod. And tho
nswer is obvious Wo must be prepared and tho very
(Torts wo must make to prevent such results will lietler
renarr us than any oourse we can pursue that I can see.

Wo must bo pi enured, I any, to take euro of ourselves,
whatever may come It U cletu that tho siavoholdrng
States of this confederacy, whatever hazard* they may
choose to incur by reinaiuhig in alliance with a majority
of non-slaveholders now *o inltamod against thetu, must
ever and at all time* hold their dc*tinies iu their own
kind*. They can never permit any foreign power to
legislate iu reference to their peculiar industrial system,
whether to ubolish or to modify, or impose undue burdensouit. Such legislation inuat be resisted with ail our

means, and without regard to any ootisequciroes. If it
should so happen that the free States of this Union, beingnow, and ulways to bo, in a majority, do establish a

political line between tho two sections ami the two systemsof labor, legislate upon it and maintain it, tlieu
they will constitute a power us foreign to us as any nationin the world, and wo cannot submit to it. Whateverthe weak and defenceless Colonies of other countries
may huve submitted to, before these southern States will
Is) placed in the condition of St. Domingo or Jamaica, or
one ut all approximating to it, they will rend this llniou
into frugmeuts and plunge the world iu ruin. It is iu
their power to do both, for the world cannot get on with-
oui mein una u ruMUcs* fanaticism una Draw force
combine, under whatever names, ami with wliatuver authority,to ride them down, they will curry with them
the pillars of the temple of civilization, and force a com
moo lit to on all inuiikiiid.
There arc many who Iteliuve that some such a catostropheis inevitable. It cannot lie denied that, from appeur

aiu't s here and elsewhere, it is entirely poasihlc, and it
may not he unwise for all of us to suppose it prolmblc.
Although 1 think that the ranks of our enemies aiu
broken and the moral victory won, I am far fr >m proclaimingthat tin; battle Is over, and that wc have now
only to gather the fruits of our success. Many a battle
lias been won and lost again by overweening oontidcTice,
by reckless pursuit, or by turning aside for the. sake of
spoil. Let us fall into none of those errors ; tor we are
still in the very heat and turmoil of this great couiliut,
and all might yet be lost. What I wish to impress upon
you is, that there is hope for effort triumph for union,
energy, and perseverance.

It lias fallen upon the slaveholders of the South to eonduetthis question of African slavery to its Html conclusion.Hueh is our fate. It is inevitable. I<et us cheer
fully accept and manfully perform our dostiued parts, and
do it with no distrust of God, with no misgiving* of our
cause or of ourselves ; with no panic ; no foolish attempt
to lly from dangers which cannot be avoided, which huvo
not Uh'ii proven to lie insurmountable, and which 1, for
one, belkivo that we ean conquer. After what has been
achieved by a divided South, now that it is almost thoroughlyunited, now that wc have a President and his cabinet,u majority in both houses of Congress, a Supreme
uoun ot mo l lilted fitutcs, aud stilt hosts of allies in tin;
free States, all substantially concurring with as iu our
construction of the constitution, and, under its obligations,earnestly battling with us for the maintenance ot
our rights and interests, we owe it to our country, to our

solves, to the world, and to posterity to east aside all
weak fears, all petty or impracticable issues, all mere
wrangling and vituperation, personal and sectional, and
move forward with the dignity of conscious strength and
the calmness of undoubted courage to the overthrow of
every false theory of government, and every sentimental
scheme for organiaing lahor, carrying with us tlio constitutionof our fathers, and, if wo can, their Union.

But the slave States, constituting, and as I think foreverto constitute, a numerical minority, can, however,
accomplish nothing in this Union without the aid of faithiulallies in the free States. It has boon of late too much
the habit in the South to mistrust all such allies.to disparage,to denounce, and drive them from lis. Nothing
could lie more unwise or more unjust, it is distrusting
the truth and justice of our own cause, or calumniating
human nature, to doubt that there are in the free States
thousands of sound thinking, true-hearted and gallant,
men, who concur essentially iu our views, and arc ready
to make common cause with us ; nay, it is falsifying historyand fact. During the late session 1 saw men acting
cordially and vigorously with us against the positive instructionsof their excited constituents at the hazard of
political martyrdom ; and in two instances that martyrdomwas consummated Imfore tire adjournment. Khali
we ilo no honor to such men ? Shall we pay 110 tribute
to such heroic dovotion to truth, to justice, and the constitution? Shall we revile them iu common with all
northern men, because many rovila and some have betrayedus ? To lie truly great we must he uot only just,
generous and forbearing with all mankind. Let us

place ourselves in the situation of northern public men
in this great contest, consider their dangers and responsibilities,and, mukiiig every ullowanee lor human weakness,do homage to the brave unci faithful.

A 11,1 il.w l.uiflu .n.. 1.. n...i 1.i.M--
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were pii'ty politician, intriguing and wire-pulling to advancemyself or others, I mn not learned in tiro rubric of
the thousand slang, unmeaning, utid usually ftilse party
names to wliicii our age gives birth. But 1 have been
given to understand tliat there arc to lie two parties in
the iiouth, called "National" and "State llights Democrats."'1 he word ""national" having l>een carefully excludedfrom the constitution by those who framed it, I
never supposed it applicable to any principle of our government,and having been surrendered to the almost exclusiveuse, in this eounti y, of the federal consolidutionists,I have ever myself repudiated it. But if a southern
"national democrat" means one who is ready to welcome
into our ranks with open arms, mat cordially embrace
and promote according to his merits, every holiest frcc8talc mail who reads the constitution as we do, and will
co-o{>crute with us iu its maintenance, then I lielong to
that, party, call it us you may, mid 1 should grieve to find
a southern man who did not.

lint, on the other hand, having been all my life, and
being still, an ardent "State-rights" man.believing
"State-rights" to be unessential, nay, the essential element
of the constitution, and that no one who thinks otherwisecan stand on the name constitutional platform that
1 do.it seems to ine that I am, and all those vrit.li whom
1 net habitually are, if democrats at all, true "Btaterightsdemocrats." Nothing in public affairs so perplexes
and annoys lire as these nlvmrd party names, and I never
could lie interested in them* could easily comprehend
two great parties, standing on the two great antagonistic
principles which are inherent in nil tilings human the
right uud the wrong, the good and the evil, according to
the poculiar views of each individual; and was never at
a loss to find my side, as now, in what are known as the
democratic and republican parties of this country. Hut
the minor distinctions have, for the most part, scanned
to me to lie factitious and factious, gotten up by cunning
men for selfish purposes, to which the true patriot and
holiest inail should lie slow to b ud himself. Dor myself,
ami for you, while I represent yoti, I shall go for llu>
constitution strictly construed ami faithfully eariied out
I wjl| make my light, Hindi ns it may bo, liy the aide of
guv man, whether from the North, South, Kast, or West,
\vho vyill do the satuej and 1 will do homage to his vIt
tup, his ability, his courage, nnd, so far as I our, make
just compensation for his toils and hazards and saeritiers.
Am to tlie preeiae mode and manner of conducting this
contest, that must necessarily to u, grout extent depend
upon the exigencies that arise; but, of course, 1 could Isi
ciiiii|«:iu'u oy no exigency, l>y ivo parly ties or arrange
incnts, to giyp up my principles, or tin" least ol those priii
ciplcu which constitute our great cause.

If the South lots any desire to remain In the Union,
ami control It, she, as her safety requires that she should,
jn wnuc essential particulars, if site does icmain in it,
must conciliate her northern allies. She must ho just,
kind, and true to all who are true to truth and to her.
llut if she determines, and whenever she determines, to
throw off her northern friend* and dissolve this Union, 1
need scarcely say that I shall, without hesitation, go with
her fully niyj faithfully. I do not for a moment donld
thnt, in or out of this Union, she can sustain herself
among the foremost nations of the earth. All that she
require* is the union of her own people, and, happily,
they never were at any former period so united aiul lmr
monious as now. A homogeneous jiooplo, with our social
and industrial institutions the same everywhere, ami all
our ifroat interests identical, wo should always have been
united in our moral an 1 political opinions and policy.Tha ambitious dissensions ol the host of brilliant men
whose names adorn our annals have heretofore kept us
apart. The abolitionists have, at length, forced upon us
a knowledge of our true position, and compiled us into
union.a Union not for aggression, hut for defence.
purely conservative of the constitution and the constitutionallights of every section and of every man. The
union of these Stales, from the Camid.is to tho lli
Grande, ami from shore to shore of the two great ocean.,
of the globe, whatever splendor may encircle it, Is hut a
|*ilicy ami not a principle. It is subordinate to rights
end interests. Hut the union of tho slaveholders of th
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